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Hell’s Kitchen a heaven for young renters

Young professionals flock to the neighborhood as luxury high rises go up; vacancies abound

SmiaEr Y. Evoorr

Don Corleone— the Gosdfuther—
pid his st here in the Muono Pozo
A vounpe Marlon Bramdo
smggled wpamst union comuption
om the docks in Cn the Winterfronr
Puerio Rican and second-genern-
1o l:l.ln:_q:ﬁm slreel pangEs eatilexd
i ol here 1n Wesd Side .':.'r.;a-l'_l.'

These days, Hell's Kitchen—
oo Wt West or Clinton, ps i
been dubbed by others—is prob-
nbly mose accurntely copiuned by
nctor Colin Farrell in the recem
manvie Plune Hootl, Inoid, o fass-
talking youmg puhlic relations pro-
tessionnl is trgeted by o sinlker
in a phone booth just wesi of
Times Square in an mrew thint is sl
slightly seedy, vet increasingly
pentrifed.

W don't see any ol the new
restdentind rentul high-rises
that dot the wsrea in the
mavie. but maybe that is
where Farrell would have
lived in the neighborbioond,
which muns from Jdth Street
to 59th Sereet and from
Eighth Avenue o the
Hudson River A least 13
lusury residentiol buildings
have opened in the [ast four
years, largely cutering 1o
young professionals, annid
the traditional enement
binildimgs with @ b i the
kitcteen where the etiomal
Corleone [ved,

“The szt g s lsioed 1s

sl @ linde biv offben,
thomigh dion't read anyihing
int the phrase “offhea’,”
sald Guy Caterlng, o vice
president ar ] Kankght resi-
dential brokerage.
guickly developing neighbor-
b, Wonsmger professionaly are
Wall Streeters and
Il alorneys wha cun walk o
work m Midiwn,™

Cotierina saded (o or five new

chissig

i

MY I in

lsury residental buildings hove
opened upin the I vear alone—
sl with Gmey condo fimishes
like gramdicae [obbaes, high-spesd
Irternel acoess and lealth clubs—
and than there w now o glut of
rentil wnits on the morket that is
only expected o pet worse, Sales
hive been relotively stable, how-
ever, other brokers say. The main
comigdor of development i= along
ani areaml £2nd Stnest,

“They are expeching 64K
e rendiel wmits in Menhattan i
the next six o mine months, and
that's poing to offect this area,”
Caterine smid. “The major land-
lords, becanss of the glut, and be-
cause of the neighborhood being
a hietle out of the way, are offering

phenomenal deals” like three
momths” free rent aml no broker's
few o tweo-vear rentil agreements.

The arca—which
Catering savs wos “overlooked” by
i Lot of the brokerage commaunity
as recently ns five vears ago — is
also drawing its share of upscale
amenities os the new high-rises
open up. Hot restuurants inelude
o, French-Mosoccan Mul:-\.-l."i”l‘:.
Mediterranean-fare ."r‘lﬂl_-.-'-.'-:!lh.
HRabdoria and Town.

“Take 6 walk wpy adicl diovwn
Ml Avenue, amd g0 ko resian
raits af § or b pome at aighit,” saad
Catering. “I1"s a lob mone u|h.|:.'||-r:
Chatiry it wesis D OF theee ok L ;.'l_l..'\-::-."

Finance Lo panies
FUH i:lg o Bidroswn since Hl:|!l'|. I
have alse been deasang realers,
whior e walk tovwinrk, o the aren

q‘l‘h neighborhood is
still a little bit offbeat -
though don’t read any-
thing into the phrase

‘offbeat’. Younger

professionals are mov-
ing in—Wall Streeters
and young attorneys

who can walk to work

in Midtow® 2

Guy Caterina

Cotering also snid newcomers
moving to New York for the Fimst
time “have mach kess of a prob-
lem going into the neighbodood.”

Mo everyone is happy with the
chenpes, kowever.

Lomg-time resedents and activ-
i=15 have been vocal about main-
tniming the area's colorful past

The arza is dominated by ten-
gments, some dating to the [850s,
The hasic design is the milroad flo
with all the ropms in o row, the
bathtub in the Kitchen and the woi-
le in wn adjacent choset,

The neighborhoosd got its
“Hell’s Kitchen™ moniker in the
[EROs, though the origin of the
mame 15 uncertain, Clinton, the
other mame by which the arei is

kpoow, s iraceable o two of the

community’s founders—George
Clinton, MNew York's fisst pover-
nor, tn 1777, and his nephew,

DreWinn, whio also served as mayor

ol ader governior,

In the [9th century, Hell's
Kilchen wis homse fo street gangs
lke The Parfor Mob, the Dead
Eabbits ama the Gorilles, and the
“stromg-urm spuad” of police from
the 37" Street statpon that battled
them ‘4-:|11hh-|1|'h|||.l-|l residents
ko |._-.r:n|'-||.11I| T ol the |.I:|.|1]=|,|;~!r-
o plley om 40510 Street between
Uil wed 10kl Avenues thal wis
known as the League of Notons

By the turm of the kst century,
is he teperments rose, the comma-
nily wis alse becoming home o
the city's cleaning people, ser-
vunts, restuurant and hotel work-
ers, Broadway ushers and stage-
hunds. These days, the tenements
remain alongside parking lots,
besly shops and woarehouses, o
herifape thit mmy
Iocals want to mxintuin,

“The old timers wren’t
ton haoppy,” said Calerina,
“Personally, 1 don't put misch
credence inthat local action.
Parking garages and body
shops don’t make sense in
the middle of Manhattun
anymione,”

In the futwre. there are
huge development possibili-
tiess for Hell's Kitchen as well
as major obstacles.

The peoposcd Hudson
Yards project—which calls
o transforindng the far Wi
Side, Froem 250 Street o4 15
Sireet and Eight Avenue o
the Hudsen River. into an
office district—eould radi-
cally alver the arca, The
Mew York lets professionid
fisothall team is also progos-
ing i %1 hillioos stadiom bse-
tween 30 and 330d Seeeet

near the river.

Bt Caterinn =aid the most im-
poriam development would be the
extension of the Mo 7 subway line,
which ends at Eighth Avenue, a
st project that is currently be-
ing looked ot by city officials,

"You've got to im-
prove public transportation.” said

Hell's Kitchen Prices: au
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the brokers tald them that U reo-
s0n umits weren | rerhing wiss be-
cause of Ir.|.11-:|'h.r|.;||i|:5-l1." b spad
“Now they have ashuttie that muns
besck and forth o the !illh'l.l.-'.'l'rn' dur-
mg rsh hour,™

I anclclatiomn s highe-rises, there
15 s @ bevy of madblosck progects
that blend in with neighboring ten-

2003

Curering, moting that pemolensss
frivm the ~:u|'|w:|.:,- 1% |:||r|i||; |!itt|1
rises om ihe Far West Sude. “Walk-
ing From 12% Avenue to B* Avenue
m the migklle of the winter = bru-
tl”

S respdentuid wawers hivvea
GO up with novel aolutions. The
e Hi'.-l.':rrl'lul.'r.' |1r||i|,:'|.'l at 12th
Avenve and 42nd Street was haw
irg bl drwwing reniers,

"'“1&}' callisd some hrokers and

ements soinge up, as well s g push
o renpvite townhouses and the
cuisting toilet-in-a-closet tene-
micans,

1 gei phone calls from investors
all day long who wont o renovaie
tenemment buildings, ™ sabd Catering
“They ore penerally renovating o
rent. And vou pepemlly don’t see
low-emd renovations. They waoni
the renovations to last™ W



